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ABSTRACT

The explosive growth of online education seems to slow down. Does this trend indicate that some courses
are not appropriate for online education? We sought to find an answer to this question regarding graduate
business statistics. We assumed that a course is well suited for online education if the students in the online
and on-ground courses make overall grades that are not significantly different. We found that overall grades
in the online graduate business statistics course were not significantly different from those in the on-ground
course, though there was significant difference between the midterm grades of the two versions of courses.
We assumed that it was due to the difference of learning speed. Comparison of letter grade distributions of
the two modes of learning led us to the same conclusion. The results of this study led us to believe that
graduate business statistics is appropriate for online education. We also recommend further research on
students’ perceptions on the two learning environments to find how to reduce or remove the difference in
learning speed.
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