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ABSTRACT 

The paper starts by noting that Turkey in her efforts to join the European Union and the European Monetary
Union faces barriers that are non-economic in nature. Turkey is seen to be lagging behind the EU fraternity in
providing  complete  democracy  to  its  people.  We  find  the  strictures  laid  on  to  be  rather  unique,  as  such
non-economic factors do not  enter  in,  for  instance,  in  discussions pertaining to regional  monetary unions in
Africa  where  a  leader  in  economic  performance  may  be  a  laggard  in  meeting  non-economic  convergence
criteria. This paper develops non-economic convergence criteria, using five indices capturing the prevalence
of democracy and freedom for the citizens, for regional African monetary unions in Africa, in West Africa and
the CFA Franc Zone, and compare the convergence achieved by these nations with that of Turkey relative to
the dominant economic player in Europe. It is noted that while Turkey lags behind in achieving convergence
to  the  EU  certain  noneconomic  factors,  she  does  better  in  some  others.  Also,  some  African  members  of
regional  monetary  unions  are  seen  to  fare  worse  that  Turkey  in  converging  to  the  specified  non-economic
criteria values.  
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