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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this paper was to investigate the financial efficiency of the athletic departments in the Power
Five  conferences  as  it  relates  to  total  athletic  department  expenditures  compared  to  the  overall  athletic
department  "on-field"  success  over  a  long  period  of  time.  Thirteen  years'  worth  of  both  financial  and
performance  data  was  collected  on  all  65  athletic  departments  currently  in  the  NCAA's  Power  Five
Conferences.  Using  Data  Envelope  Analysis  (DEA)  this  study  produced  DEA  models  that  showed  how
efficient each athletic department was over the past 13 years when analyzing expenditure inputs to the output
measurement  of  overall  athletic  success.  The  longitudinal  nature  of  this  study  combined  with  the  use  of
multiple  DEA models  along  with  cluster  analysis  produced  unique  findings  on  the  efficiency  of  Power  Five
athletic  departments  in  the  context  of  overall  athletic  success.  The  results  show  that  only  two  athletic
departments  in  the  Power  Five  Conferences  were  deemed  efficient  at  all  three  levels  of  analysis,  be  it  by
conference, by strategic cluster, or by all Power Five athletic departments as a single group over a long period
of time. The results also provide efficiency scores for each Power Five Conference athletic department, which
allows for comparison between university athletic departments in the Power Five Conferences. This type of
efficiency analysis could provide university administrators with additional useful information when evaluating
their  athletic  department's  overall  performance  from  a  financial  standpoint  to  ensure  the  scarce  resources
provided to athletics is not going to waste.  
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